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such as Deakin, Carey, Tewson and Kupers, who being
elected to the leadership of the WFTU, as faithful agents
of Anglo-American imperialism tried to split the WFTU
and to undermine the solidarity and unity of the work-
ing class. This was because of these intrigues to deter,
in defence of the imperialist policies of their govern-
ments, the real assistance of the WFTU to the difficult
struggles of the trade unions of colonial and semi-colonial
countries for national independence and democratic
freedom against colonial enslavement.

But now these splitmongers have shown their cloven
hoof, and the manoeuvres of these foes of the working
class are frustrated, thanks to the international solidarity
of the working class, based on century-old experience of
the labour movement and urgent call of the hour, and
to the indomitable struggle of democratic trade unions
of various countries, which represent the will of the work-
class of the whole world for unity, and of the comrades
of the Executive Bureau of the WFTU, the Trade Union
Conference of Asian and Australasian Countries of which
we spoke so long is opened at last, and here we have
begun to tackle the problems historically imposed upon
us. This really means a great progress and victory in the
history of the labour movement in Asia. I highly value
the efforts of the Executive Bureau comrades of the
"WFTU, who frustrated the intrigues of the splitmongers,
the enemy of the working class, successfully arranged
for this conference, and thus enabled us to share our joy.

Comrades, On the Asiatic continent, where we live
today, there are peoples and nations which comprise in
all more than half of the entire world population. But
the absolute majority of all these peoples and countries
find themselves in the miserable situation of a colony or
a semi-colony.

Asia's fertile and vast land with its abundant
natural resources has been the object of aggression and
plunder of the imperialist powers, instead of safeguarding
the livelihood of her peoples. For centuries the peoples
of Asia, forming over a half of the total world population,
have been deprived of the elementary rights of their
national independence and existence, and were inhu-
manly exploited and bestially oppressed under the noise-